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By Priscilla Miller, Contributing Writer

Today, Doug Davis sits behind his desk at DeWitt 
Marine, on Clam River, with his Dutch Shepherd “Remmy,” 
a retired (PEDD) Patrol Explosive Detection Dog, at his 
feet. The walls in his offi ce have photos of other military 
service dogs and one photo in particular shows a younger 
Davis dressed in military garb with a magnifi cent German 
Shepherd at his side. Davis, a former Air Force dog handler, 
enlisted in 1966. He never thought he would see action in 
Vietnam but this proved not to be the case and he ended up 
serving over 300 nights in the bush there, outside the wire.

After basic training, he worked for several months in 
the Air Police at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base where 
he spent time at the main gate and riding patrol. He fi nally 
decided that law enforcement was not for him and switched 
to working security. It only took one night, walking around 
a squadron of F100’s, for Davis to say, “I’m out of here” and 
he volunteered for canine. The squadron commander tried 
to talk him out of it, by telling him he would be shipped to 
Vietnam, but by then Davis realized that everyone on the 
base would be going to Vietnam. He told the commander 
he would rather have a dog than be in a bunker by himself. 
Being an Air Force dog handler was among the most 
dangerous duties one could draw in the Air Force during the 

Remmy enjoys some cool water at a well in Afghanistan.  Courtesy photo

Vietnam War but to this day he never regrets 
making that decision. 

He proceeded to go to “dog school” 
at Lackland Air Force Base where all TSA, 
Secret Service, and dogs from all fi ve branches 
of the service trained. He explains, “Back then 
there were three types of dogs used in Vietnam. 
Sentry Dogs were trained using punishment 
techniques and as a result they were ultra 
aggressive. All they did was alert and attack. 
These dogs could never be retired and today 
they are no longer in use. Scout Dogs were 
trained using a rewards system at Fort Benning. 
They worked during the day and were sent 
out with a squad or a company on patrols. 
When on patrol, they always tried to work 
downwind. One man and his dog were usually 
150 meters in front of the main unit followed 
by “bodyguards.” Their job was to protect the 
handler and dog. They followed off to the left 
and right, about 50 meters behind. 
When the dog alerted, the handler 
would fi gure out where the alert 
was coming from, and using 
hand signals, signal back to the 

bodyguards, who in turn alerted the main unit. That’s when 
the Tracker Dogs (Bloodhounds were used) were called in to 
fi nd the enemy.

While Davis was stationed at Phu Cat, about 17 miles 
North of Quin Yon, he and his Sentry Dog “Smoke” joined a 
team made up of 38 men, handling 38 dogs, and was assigned 
to do perimeter security at night. There were 27 miles of 
perimeter, lined with concertina wire around the base and 
the “dog men” patrolled outside the wire, actually venturing 

Photos on Doug Davis’s offi ce wall hold memories of his days as an Air Force dog 
handler and hero dogs he has known. Photo by Priscilla Miller

Doug Davis with his Sentry Dog Smoke at Phu Cat, Vietnam. 
Courtesy photo

Remmy in a K9 truck. Courtesy photo
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